Jackass Jottings

October 2022

October
Club Meeting
Thu 13th
8pm
Venue: Room 4,
Old Shire offices
49 Watton St
Werribee
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Next Club Meeting: will be on October 13th at 8pm.
Guest speaker Daniel, a local CFA member, is giving a talk on issues we may encounter on our walks
over the Summer fire period. There is a new fire rating matrix this year so if there are any questions feel
free to come and ask Daniel. I've asked for around a thirty discussion to commence at the start of the
meeting so it would pay to be punctual for the meeting. This will be followed by our regular meeting.
Please see page 1 for address. Enter from side entrance on Duncans Rd.
End of year Breakup Breakfast will be on Sunday December 4th from 9am onwards. It will be at
Werribee Park. BBQs are on site.This will be a BYO everything event. Feel free to bring something extra
to share.
We will be reintroducing the hampers this year so please bring along any non-perishable items to the
October or November meetings so that our volunteers can assemble them.
The Mystery Auction will also be held at the breakup with proceeds going to charity. Suggestions
welcome and can be submitted to the committee.
Photo competition for 2023: At the September meeting members voted to resume the photo
competition next year with the same 12 categories as before:
Most impressive landscape; Most uninspiring landscape; Best flora; Best winged creature; Best Small
creature; Best Large creature; Best Caption; Most Relaxed Walker; Walker doing it the Hard Way; Most
unusual sight on a walk; Most unusual Use of Light. So prepare to start clicking everyone.
2023 calendar: Since it is too late to run the competition this year I have been given the job of coming
up with a calendar for next year consisting of photos submitted by members throughout this year. So far I
have received orders for 7 calendars. Please let me know asap if you would like to purchase a calender.

FOR SALE
I have two commemorative mugs and a beanie available to buy.
Let me know if you are interested.

REGULAR ANNOUNCEMENTS
REMINDER TO ALL WALKERS (members or guests): Please inform the leader no later than 12pm
the day before if you are coming on a walk. It would also be helpful if you provide your emergency
contact details when you book. It is the responsibility of each walker to let their emergency contact
know when you are back from your walk.
If for some reason you can’t make it, please notify the leader ASAP so it doesn’t hold up the group’s
departure.
Would you like to lead a walk? We have leaders who would be happy to help you conduct a preview,
write up the preview and even help co-lead your walk. We also have instructions, recommendations and
pro-formas to get you started.
Contact the committee if you would like to have a go at leading an event.
Bushwalking Victoria issues a monthly bulletin with updates on current issues affecting clubs
throughout Victoria. Bulletin 55 can be accessed via the link below.
https://mailchi.mp/bushwalkingvictoria/oct22-bushwalking-news15023679?e=ce8f417e5c
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2022 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
A reminder to everyone: a leader has the authority to refuse anyone from participating in an event
if they consider the event is above the fitness level of the participant or if a booking has not been
made.
If the person being refused permission is unhappy with the decision they can bring it up with the
club president or committee.
Please ensure you book with the leader no later than noon the day before the event (unless
otherwise specified by the leader). It would also be helpful if you provide details of your
emergency contact at the time of booking.
All walks depart from the carpark opposite Hungry Jacks, unless otherwise advised.
Please check the individual events for departure time.
Guests: Please bring correct money (cash only) when attending an event
For the latest Covid regulations please visit
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/
=============================================================
Sun 23rd Oct 2022 – Wombat Trail, Trentham
Grade: 3
Distance: 8-9 kms
Leader:
Elise
Meet: 8.15am for 8.30am departure from the carpark opposite Hungry Jacks Werribee.
The drive to the Quarry St recreation Reserve
in Trentham should take about 75 minutes,
travelling via Greendale. The walk starts and
ends from the reserve which has toilets and
picnic facilities. This is an easy 2.5 hour walk
with a few shallow undulations. You will need to
carry water and snacks for morning tea along
the way and dress appropriately for the
weather. The track may be muddy in spots if
rain leading up to the walk persists. Upon our
return to the reserve we will have lunch.
From the reserve we cross High street and turn
right then left into the Stoney Creek Reserve.
This well sign posted track is mostly flat and
includes a boardwalk, gravel and compacted earth sections.
After following the meandering trail through the forest we encounter a fence lined track running alongside
the Trentham Cemetery which dates back to 1870.
A little further along we pass a lonely chimney standing in the corner of a paddock before crossing the
Trentham Blackwood Rd where we re-enter the forest. Mobs of kangaroos are often seen grazing here.
The path now leads to a loop of the 110 year old abandoned Trentham racecourse. Along the way signs
point to the remains of a grandstand and we will find a spot to have morning tea before returning to the
outskirts of the township and back to the reserve.
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Sun 30th Oct 2022 – You Yangs Training Walk for proposed overnight backpack walk
Grade: 3
Distance: 8km
Leader:
David R
Meet: 8.45 am for 9.00 am departure from the carpark opposite Hungry Jacks Werribee.
This walk is open to all members. The main aim is a training walk for anyone interested in doing the
Sealers Cove overnight backpack scheduled for March 2023.
After a short 30 mins drive we will gather at the You Yangs visitor centre carpark (if space allows).
There is an option to leave some cars at the
Turntable carpark for those wanting a shorter walk.
Prepare for any weather so raincoat, sun hat, good
hike boots, lunch, snacks, 1.5 – 2 ltrs of water (or at
least 4 litres if simulating an overnight backpacking
hike). Also, bring a snake bite kit just in case.
For those intending to do the training walk bring a
large backpack filled with your overnight gear (ie.
tent, sleeping bag, good mat, extra clothes, extra
food, above mentioned water, personal care items
and maybe a stove & fuel). If you don’t have all of
that as yet, then try to comfortably carry about 15 kgs
of stuff. The You Yangs offers a range of tracks to
simulate the 10 kms (each way) walk at Sealers Cove. This is the first of a few practice walks I propose
to run (weather permitting).
The walk starts from the visitor's centre (toilets available) with some flat then gentle inclines to Big Rock
to take in the views. From here, up the Contour Track to join the gravel Rockwell Rd turning left to follow
it northwards. This joins the Saddleback Track, a gravel road which has several steeper sections before
our lunch stop at the saddle.
After lunch a steep sweeping downhill, still on the Saddleback Track, (no running!), meets up with the
Branding Yard Trail (BYT). After another rest, we make our way back along the BYT with some steeper
uphills just before reaching the Turntable carpark (toilets available).
The option here is for some to return via cars (if pre-arranged) whilst the eager ones follow Rockwell Rd
back to the junction with the Contour Rd, back to Big Rock and then finally back to the visitor centre.
=============================================================
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PAST EVENTS
Sunday 4th Sep 2022 – The Island, Werribee Gorge State Park
Leader:
Sumithra & Nigel
Total of nine members joined this walk. It was a cold and overcast day and we started our walk from
Quarry Picnic Ground at 8:55 am.
We followed the Werribee Gorge Circuit Walk and
the Centenary Track towards the Junction Pool for
about 1-1.5km. After a short break at the Junction
Pool we headed towards the Island Track. A few
people tried their engineering skills here to build a
bridge to cross the Myrniong Creek without getting
their shoes wet.
The Island trail all the way to the summit was
extremely muddy due to the rainfall during the week.
It was a continuous steep climb and we took our
time to reach the top. After morning tea, we climbed
back down to the Junction Pool for lunch and
headed back to Quarry Picnic area finishing the walk at 1.15 pm.

Photo by Queenie

A few other walkers were around the area on the day. We spotted a lot of wildlife during the preview of
this walk unfortunately we did not spot any today. On our way back a few of us stopped at Bacchus
Marsh for a coffee and we had a good chat about retirement plans, food and what not until the café staff
started to close up the place for the day.
=============================================================
Sunday 11th Sep 2022 – Brisbane Ranges Wildflower Walk
Leader:
Rob
Fifteen members plus one visitor left Werribee on an overcast day bound for the Brisbane Ranges.
Arriving at Switch Road we began our search with
moderate success.
We then relocated to Butchers Road area, with plenty of
flowers and orchids found, some in the most unlikely
places.
Moving further up Butchers Road we were rewarded with
some good finds.
For the lunch break we drove to Bert Boardman
Recreation Area, just before Stieglitz.
After we drove back to Butchers Road, arriving at
Wildflower Track to stretch our legs and resume our
search. We were rewarded again with some good finds,
before returning to the cars.
After a short search along the road edge we headed for home.
I think most would agree that it was a successful day with enjoyable company.
Time taken: about 5 ½ hours. Distance: 5 to 6 km.
Rob
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Photo by Robbie

=============================================================
Saturday 17th Sep 2022 – Suealoe and Yarrabee Open Gardens Shutterbug
Leader:
Irene
Suealoe open garden was definitely unique. I loved it with all those
succulents and cactus as these plants are my favourites with the
exceptions of germaniums, birds of paradise and lavender bushes.
The best features of the 1 Hectare garden was the stunningly
textured and colourful garden beds. There were extensive grouping
of plants in the garden which gave such an impact when entering
the property.
There was an enormous Bird Aviary adjoining the house, a large
range of natives, cacti, succulents, trees and shrubs along the
pathways with their respective botanical names and laymen names
for: Aloes, Agaves, Acacias, Eucalypts, Correas, Grevilleas,
Banksias, Callistemon, Hakeas, Cleistocactus, Echinopsis,
Echinocactus, Epiphyllums, Bromeliads, pond plants, & bulbs to
name a few. At least six of us walked around the paths taking
photos of the various plants in this unique garden. We were joined
by Annette and members of the Werribee Garden Club, there for the
plants.

Photo by Irene

If you like adorning your garden with gnomes, sun shapes and bird
baths this was the place to give you ideas on how to use these garden ornaments which were on display
throughout the property. Some welded ornaments were for sale as well as a large range of plants
available to purchase.
The weather was not too kind but that did not deter our spirits from heading to the next garden –
Yarrabee - a Native Garden on the outskirts of Lara some 8.3 kms away.
Yarrabee Open Garden Stop 2
This garden was more structured with pathways and different ornaments and animals to give the garden
personality.
The types of plants on display from small to more mature plants were: Crepe Myrtles, Gingko Trees,
Queensland Bottle trees, Bottlebrushes. Grevilleas, Correas, Eremophobia’s, Germaniums, Salvias and
Roses. (They even had a couple of Virgilias Ed).
What can I say, I loved them both! They were unique and had a lot of character. From a photographic
aspect I think the ladies preferred Yarrabee Native Garden. There is always next year to pop in and do
some more plant shopping.
It was decided that the next stop was Serendip Sanctuary for a spot in the sunshine whilst we consumed
our lunch before heading home to Werribee.
Thank you for an enjoyable morning: Elise, Leng, Jacqui, Mary and Ranjan.
(Werribee Garden Club: Annette, Irene, Faye and Lily).
=============================================================
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WERRIBEE BUSHWALKING AND OUTDOOR CLUB INC
President
Secretary
Treasurer

Irene Kaszuba
Ros Maddox
Sumi Abeygunasekera

General Committee
Promotions Officer
Editor/Walks coordinator
Website Manager
General Members

Elise Kisyma
Elise Kisyma
Elise Kisyma
Karen Maddigan, Helen
Middleton, Robbie Brettle

Address
PO BOX 233 Werribee 3030
Website and email
www.werribeebushwalking.com
enquiries@werribeebushwalking.com

Werribee Bushwalking and Outdoor Club Inc – October 2022 - Page | 7

